
Notes: Data as of 1 January 2025. 
1. Figures for Bangladesh as of 1 January 2024. 
2. In Haiti, the deliberative bodies of local government are currently not functional. Women's representation in executive positions of local government is 33.7%, women holding 718 out of 2133 elected positions. 
3. In Fiji, currently there are no elected deliberative bodies. Women's representation in appointed positions of local government is 35.8%, women holding 29 out of 81 positions in local governments with available data. 
4. In Malaysia, currently there are no elected deliberative bodies. Women's representation in appointed positions of local government is 19.0%. 
5. Data for 5.5.1b are also available for China, Macao Special Administrative Region (23.1%), Guam (11.5%), New Caledonia (47.2%), Northern Mariana Islands (40.0%), and the State of Palestine (21.0%).

Source for ranking, global and regional figures: Data compiled by UN Women (the custodian agency for SDG indicator 5.5.1b) in partnership with UN Regional Commissions.  
Source for legislated gender quotas: UN Women Gender Quota Database.
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Based on United Nations Geospatial, Map No.4687 Rev.1,  April 2025, based on UN Women data. The colour coding of the countries on the map reflects the share of women in elected deliberative bodies of local government, and corresponds to the data found in the world ranking of countries on the left-hand side of the map. 
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. Dotted line represents approximately the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir agreed upon by India and Pakistan. The final status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon by the parties. Final boundary between the Republic of Sudan and the 
Republic of South Sudan has not yet been determined. A dispute exists between the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas). *Non self-governing territory.

Country ranking

UN Women, as the sole 
custodian agency for 
SDG indicator 5.5.1b 
compi les  data  to  
measure women's representation 
in local government and tracks 
gender quotas to help close the 
leadership gap. 

To learn more, visit:
localgov.unwomen.org

genderquota.org

Globally, only 1 in 3 local leaders is a woman. But the gap between 
regions is stark—some are approaching parity, while others remain far. 

Regional figures

Countries are ranked according to the share of women in 
elected deliberative bodies of local government (SDG 5.5.1b).

Global figures

Local governments still far from parity, 
but ahead of parliaments and Cabinets.

Over 3 million women elected in local 
deliberative bodies in 142 countries with data.
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82 countries implement 
gender quotas at local level 

Gender quotas

Women in local government

Well-designed quotas
make a difference

Ambitious quota**
42%

No quotas
25%

Elected
women

The path to parity
in decision-making

Show political will
and start the reform

Prioritize women’s
participation in politics

Enforce quotas with 
strong rules 

(only 25 countries do)
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*Countries without elected local legislative bodies.

**40%+ targets & strong implementation for candidate quotas or reserved seats. 

Countries with no data Countries with no elected local deliberative bodies
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Women in local government

Women Cabinet ministers

Women parliamentarians
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